forest, we found that thinning significantly influenced not only the average stand DBH but also the stand volume growth and its total increment. An increase in the thinning intensity resulted in a greater increase in the average stand DBH. In addition, heavy thinning significantly influenced the periodical increment of the average stand DBH. After 26 years, the average stand DBHs in the light, medium, and heavy thinning plots were 0. 3 cm, 1. 7 cm, and 5. 1 cm greater, respectively, than that of control plot. After 26 years, the total increments of stand volume in trees showing an increase in DBH of > 12 cm after the light, medium, and heavy thinning treatments were 1. 97, 1. 65, and 1. 63 times higher, respectively, than that of control trees. Stands subjected to the light and heavy thinning treatments exhibited a right single鄄 peak mountain shape, implying that most trees were classified in the large DBH class and therefore the forest structure was considered to be optimal. On the contrary, the control stand and the stand subjected to the medium thinning treatment exhibited a left single鄄peak mountain shape, implying that most trees were classified in the small DBH class. The results of our comprehensive analysis of the impacts of age class and thinning intensity on forest growth suggest that the most effective forest management strategy for Mongolian oak secondary forests is to conduct light, medium, and heavy thinning in young forests, but only heavy thinning in middle鄄aged forests. However, to achieve an increase in total volume growth, the stand density should be 逸1600 trees per hectare. 
